
Here Are the Philadelphians Going 
to the 2024 James Beard Awards
Philly has only one nominee for the foundation’s Restaurant 
and Chef Awards, but three honorees in other categories.
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A James Beard Foundation Award. / Photograph by Eliesa Johnson

Way back in January, the James Beard Foundation released its long list of 
semifinalists for this yearȢs 5estaurant and &hef $wards. 3hilly did well, 
snagging �� semifinalists across the board.

Well, this morning, the -%) narrowed that list down to its finalists, and 
in regards to the 5estaurant and &hef $wards, we canȢt help but feel like 
3hilly got snubbed. 2f our �� semifinalists, we only have one nominee. %ut 
3hilly does have two honorees for the foundationȢs /eadership $wards. 
$dd 9ietnam 5estaurant, who won an $mericaȢs &lassics $ward a few 
weeks back, and weȢve got a total of four people who will be representing 
3hiladelphia during the big -ames %eard $wards ceremony held on -une 
��th in &hicago.



-esse Ito of 5oyal I]akaya is our lone nominee for the 5estaurant and 
&hef $wards. +e is up for %est &hef� 0id�$tlantic. I had one of the 
most memorable meals IȢve ever had here. It became one of my favorite 
reviews ever. $nd even though -esse Ito has been nominated several 
times before, IȢm really hoping this is going to be his year.

In addition to ItoȢs nomination, the foundation also announced the 
honorees for the /eadership $wards, which recogni]es those who are 
Ȥactively working to set standards that create more equitable, just, 
sustainable, and economically viable food systems for producers, 
workers, and consumers alike.ȥ

$mong the honorees are 0uhammad $bdul�+adi of 'own North 
3i]]a who will receive an award for Industry &ulture and 3ractices. +is 
business model of employing formerly incarcerated individuals is not 
only sustainable, but also gives employees the opportunity to develop 
skills and e[periences they can use to build their restaurant industry 
careers.

&hrista %arfield of )armer-awn is also an honoree and will be receiving 
a an award for (merging /eadership. In a country where there are so 
few %lack women farmers, %arfield has been a grassroots leader in 
3hiladelphia for years, so itȢs great to see her influence reaching others 
on a national level.

6o thatȢs that. We had a solid crop of semifinalists for the 5estaurant 
and &hef $wards but, as sometimes happens, the -%) decided to go in 
a different direction. $nd while itȢs probably cold comfort for 'ionicio 
-im«ne], Yun )uentes, the crew at 0y /oup, the bar team at a.kitchen, 
2mar and &ybille from +oneysuckle 3rovisions, 'ane 'e0arco from 
*ass 	 0ain, &arlos $paricio, the king of cemitas, 5andy 5ucker from 
5iver 7wice and the whole team at Isgro 3astries who managed to get a 
nod in their ���th year in operation, it really is an honor just to be in the 
running. ItȢs better to win, sure. %ut being a semifinalist is cool, too.

0eanwhile, weȢll be cheering on our honorees, and keeping our fingers 
crossed for -esse Ito.


	6abc-5.24 clip1
	Eater-3.24 clip2
	Eater-3.24 clip3
	Inq-3.24 clip1
	PBJ-3.24
	RestaurantBusiness-3.24
	6abc-3.24
	6abc-5.24 clip2
	Amarillo-3.24
	Axios-3.24 clip1
	BlueSkyNews-3.24
	BNN-3.24 clip1
	BucksCoToday-5.24 clip1
	CBSPhilly-3.24
	ChestnutHillLocal-5.24 clip1
	CoshoctonTribune-3.24
	Eater-3.24
	HolyRedeemer-3.24
	Hoodline-3.24
	JBF-3.24 award
	KYWNewsradio-3.24
	NBC10-3.24
	NBC10-5.24
	Nextshark-Instagram-3.24
	PhiladelphiaPatch-3.24 clip1
	PhiladelphiaToday-3.24
	PhillyBite-3.24
	PhillyMag-3.24 clip2
	PhillyMag-324 clip1
	phl17-3.24 clipTV
	USAToday-3.24
	VNExpress-3.24
	WSJ-3.24 clip1 copy
	YahooNews-3.24 clip2
	YahooNews-3.24

